NEWS From:
Congressman Mike Honda

FIFTEENTH DISTRICT - CALIFORNIA

For Immediate Release: Contact: Ernest Baynard (202) 225-2631 (Honda)
October 4, 2001 Katie Levinson (202) 225- 5541 (Shays)

Honda, Shaysto Unvell Bipartisan Measure
Opposing Violence Against Sikh Americans

WASHINGTON — U.S. Congressmen Christopher Shays (R-CT) and Mike Honda (D-CA)
today joined with Dr. Pritpd Singh, Coordinator of the American Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee, which conggts of over 50 Sikh Rdigious Centers throughout the country, and other
leaders from the Sikh American Community to unvell aresolution condemning bigotry and
violence againg Skh Americansin the wake of the terrorist attacks on New Y ork City and the
Pentagon on September 11, 2001. One hundred and nine Republican and Democratic Members
of Congress have signed onto the resolution to be introduced today in the U.S. House of
Representatives.

“1 am hopeful, that with the voice of Congress, we can inform all those who would tar get
their fellow Americans smply because of their appearance or faith, that acts of hatred and
brutality will never stand and will not betolerated,” said Honda. “In responding to this
crigs, it isessential that all of uswork together to promote tolerance and under standing in
our own communitiesand learn from our history by making surethat no ethnic or

religious group is singled out based upon fear or prejudice ever again.”

"Injustice anywherefliesin the face of justice everywhere,” Shayssaid. " Today we unite
not as Republicans and Democr ats but as Americans against intolerance, bigotry and
discrimination toward Skh Americans.”

“Sikh Americans strongly condemn the senseless violence and aggression that hastaken so
many lives and shaken so many more,” said Dr. Singh. “ At a time when Skh Americans
most need to support those affected by the tragedy, they are burdened themselves with
serious concern for their own safety, and the safety of their children. We stand firmly
behind our President and our Congressin their effortsto seek justice and rebuild and are
very grateful to Congressmen Honda and Shays for speaking out on thisimportant issue
which affectsall Americans.”

Sikh Americans are easily recognizable by their turbans and beards — both required articles of
their faith. There are gpproximately 500,000 Skh Americansin the U.S or roughly 1/6 of 1% of
the entire U.S. population. Despite their smal numbers, Skhs have suffered from violence and
other hate crimes more than any other single segment of the U.S. population. Since September
11", more than two hundred innocent Sikh American men, women and children have been
attacked.
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On September 15, Babir Singh Sodhi, a Sikh American in Mesa, Arizona, became the first
American to die as aresult of racid backlash when he was shot to degth in front of his business.
Many other Sikh Americans have remained within their homes during the last three weeks due to
thrests of violence and fear for the safety of their children during the school day.

Mr. Honda, a Japanese American who was sent to an internment camp in Amache Colorado with
his family in the wake of Pearl Harbor, continues to be a voice for racid and rdigious tolerance
in the United States Congress. Since the first Sunday after the terrorist attacks, Honda has
convened regular meetings with an “Interfaith Working Group” comprised of religious and
community leaders of diverse faiths and backgrounds in San Jose to pursue strategies to bring
different communities together to prevent hatred and violence in the South Bay. Honda, a

former high school teacher and principad, has aso visted many loca schools, community centers
and places of worship to discuss issues of tolerance with his congtituents. Honda also sits on the
Aviation Subcommittee in the U.S. House and is working with the FAA and FBI to improve
aviation security through innovative technology.
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